Permanent Painting

CHAPTER V
THE CAUSE OF THE CRACKING OF
PAINTINGS AND THE REMEDIES
IT is very interesting to note that the little which
is written on this subject varies with the actual
facts presented  in the  case,  and in addition  is
relatively incomplete.    Nearly all writers give, as the
cause of the cracking of paintings, two or three or-
dinary phenomena,  when, as a matter of  fact, the
cause of the cracking of paintings may be due to a
large variety of causes.    The following are the prin-
cipal causes for the cracking of paintings:
1.    The application of such pigments as,  for in-
stance, umber or zinc white over lampblack, graphite,
black lead, asphaltum or lake.
2.    The application to a picture of a varnish over
a surface that has not been thoroughly dried.
3.    The  effect of dry atmosphere on a painting,
which contracts the canvas and leaves the paint film
in its original size.
4.    The unequal tension or compression of a can-
vas due to moisture.
5.    The application of a flat drying paint over a
glossy paint.
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